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On December 10, 1948, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) was entered
into the United Nations General Assembly. This moment marks a shift in how we globally
discuss the legal protections of persons. Its very existence is a radical declaration that the
quality of human life is a conversation that the law can and should address. The Universal
Declaration of Human Rights forged definitions, aspirations, and enforcement bodies in
the name of human dignity. You can see the aspirational nature of the document in the
opening.

Excerpt from the Preamble:

"Whereas recognition of the inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all
members of the human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world,

Whereas disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted in barbarous acts which
have outraged the conscience of mankind, and the advent of a world in which human
beings shall enjoy freedom of speech and belief and freedom from fear and want has been
proclaimed as the highest aspiration of the common people,

Whereas it is essential, if man is not to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to

rebellion against tyranny and oppression, that human rights should be protected by the
rule of law."

Community Spotlight

Name: Yaikinsha Coles (she/her/hers)
Community Organization/Group/Affiliations: Jona's Way
Please give a brief summary of your organization and its cause.

Joné's Way is an organization that was birthed through pain and purpose was revealed.
My daughter Nya Jona Hodoh, passed from a pulmonary embolism on June 15, 2018. She
was 18 years old. Headed to Tuskegee University on an academic scholarship, she was set
out to becoming a hematologist and possibly change the world. With Jona's Way, a
growing non-profit organization dedicated to bringing the awareness of blood clots and
blood disorders to our community, we will carry on that torch by connecting with our
community and sharing our knowledge and advocating for change.

How do you define freedom?

I describe FREEDOM as the ability to live as you were created, unapologetically. To be, not
according to any one’s definition of WHO you should be or HOW you should be.
FREEDOM is happiness, wholeness, lightness (if that's a descriptor, lol), and the
connection you have with God and His DIVINE purpose on your life.



You have been nominated by community members for this spotlight, how
would you describe your work with the community?

My goal is to have a connection within our community that will enable Jona's Way to bring
an authentic insight and awareness to a health issue that we don't talk about and should. A
health issue that's only discussed once it's happened to a loved one. My goal is to educate
our people so that we live longer and have a healthier outlook on life. Awareness and
education is key to longevity and wellness.

How would you define the social issue that you are working to address?

I would define THIS social issue as a SOCIAL PROBLEM, period. Over 270 people die
from blood clots on a daily basis and we don't hear about this. A "social problem" is a
social condition that undermines the well-being of a significant number of people. That
needs to change.

How can we, the greater community, contribute to addressing this issue?

We can contribute by being informed, sharing our knowledge, encouraging advocacy for
those that don't have a voice. Our young girls are being administered birth control
methods without testing for hereditary clotting issues. This needs to change.

What’s one thing that you would like the community to know?

I would like the community to know that J on 'S Way is here and wﬂl only thrive w1th the
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about what we're not aware of but we MUST be involved to be aware —participate in
discussions, attend health fairs, support initiatives. Susan G. Komen didn't become what it

is with a lack of support. It takes a village and with us, this needs to change.

SIRE Op-Ed: Notes from Governor lvey’s Study Group
on Criminal Justice Reform
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On December 4, 2019, Brandon Johnson, director of the Office of P.E.A.C.E. & Policy,
offered the following remarks to Governor Ivey’s Study Group on Criminal Justice
reform:

My name is Brandon Johnson; I serve as Mayor Randall L. Woodfin’s Director of the City
of Birmingham’s Office of PEACE and Policy. I would like to thank Gov. Ivey, Chairman
Justice Lyons, and the study group for the opportunity to present today.

P.E.A.C.E. in the City of Birmingham is an acronym that stands for Policy informed by
rigorous research, Empathy for victims and perpetrators, Alignment of resources, Capital
investment in prevention and reentry, and Evaluation and improvement of programs and
initiatives. Every year approximately 1500 formerly incarcerated people return home to
Jefferson County from the Alabama Department of Corrections, a majority of whom will
settle in the City of Birmingham. In a state that is 69.1% White and 26.8% Black according
to the US Census Bureau, the population of Alabama Department of Corrections
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